
Dear Friends of The Second Step,  

The time has come for me to announce my departure as Executive 

Director of The Second Step, effective February 14, 2017. 

As you can imagine, this announcement is an emotional one for me, 

and the decision did not come easily. I have spent more than three 

years as the Executive Director of this outstanding organization. I love 

The Second Step; my soul dwells here.  

While there is never a perfect time for a transition, I leave with the 

confidence that The Second Step’s future is in great hands. The 

organization is in excellent shape as it enters its 25th year, and I feel it 

is the ideal time to make way for new leadership to emerge. As I leave 

to pursue other opportunities – both professionally, personally, and in 

the community – I walk away knowing that my life’s passion is 

infused in every part of The Second Step’s fabric.   

I am beyond proud of all that we have achieved together during my 

tenure. I have helped to execute a tremendous financial turnaround; 

hired talented staff; invested in our facilities, infrastructure, and 

training; re-engaged existing donors and inspired the generosity of 

many new ones; improved our tools to measure impact; deepened our 

knowledge and practice of trauma-informed care; broadened our 

community outreach, education and visibility; revamped the TSS 

website; created and implemented a strategic plan to position TSS for 

greater growth and impact moving forward; served on the Governor’s 

Council on Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence, among many other 

accomplishments.  

Overriding all of this is the awe I feel for the progress made by the 

hundreds of survivors who are helped by The Second Step. They are 

the reason this work must continue. And while I will no longer be a 

part of it on a day-to-day basis, I maintain the same sense of 



commitment and passion to ending domestic violence as the first time 

I walked into the Walnut Street offices. To quote from President 

Obama’s final speech: “I won’t stop. I will be right there with you, as a 

citizen, for all my days that remain.” 

Finally, thank you. Your support, generosity, and commitment have 

made our work possible, and I am deeply grateful to all of you. I feel 

very fortunate to have had the opportunity to lead The Second Step 

during a transformative time. I leave the organization with strong 

leadership in place, with a board and staff dedicated to effecting a 

smooth transition. Anne Kaplan, president of The Second Step board, 

will be in touch over the next few weeks to share details of our 

transition plan.  

With gratitude and appreciation,  

 

Sarah Perry 
 

p.s. If you’d like to reach me, please feel free to contact me on my 

personal email: sarahperry@rcn.com.    
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